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Multiple Paths Forward
Diversifying Mathematics as a Strategy for College Success

Policy changes by California State University, along with the new 

AB 705 law, give California community colleges greater ability 

to diversify math pathways and ensure that students learn the 

 quantitative skills necessary for success.

In response to recommendations from mathematics associations 

and faculty organizations, and research that shows algebra- 

 intensive math requirements can be a barrier to completion, 

 California has joined more than 20 states in implementing  

 multiple math pathways that align with students’ programs of 

study and enable them to complete a non-remedial math course 

within a year.

A C R O S S  T H E  U S  A B O U T  

HALF THE STATES 

A R E  I M P L E M E N T I N G 
 M U LT I P L E  M AT H  PAT H WAY S

HERE ARE EXAMPLES OF HOW COLLEGES MIGHT ALIGN 
MA JORS  AND  PROGRAMS  WITH ENTRY-LEVEL  MATH  COURSES 

C A L I F O R N I A  I S  A  L E A D E R   
IN OFFERING  MULTIPLE  
 P A T H W A Y S ,
with statistics a common alternative 

to algebra. But making intermediate 

 algebra a pre-requisite for  transferable 

math has limited the types of quantitative 

skills students learn. Further  diversifying 

math pathways and aligning pre-requi-

sites can help students leave college 

with the skills necessary for ongoing 

study, careers, and life.

H i g h e s t - l e v e l  m a t h  c o u r s e  t a ke n  b y  
C a l i f o r n i a  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s

Percentages based on analysis of courses taken by 900,000 students over 7-year period
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