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Introduction to the Student Work Samples
Students completed this “Discussing DNA” task as a near end-of-unit check of how they were thinking about 
genetics. Before doing this task, the 8th graders investigated the structure of DNA and RNA, DNA replication, 
transcription, translation, and the many ways cells regulate the expression of their genes. To complete this task, 
students worked individually and did not have their notebooks, but posters the teacher presented during the 
unit and posters that students created during the unit were displayed around the room. 
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DISCUSSING DNA

José and Amanda are discussing why different types of cells in  

their bodies have different structures and functions. Imagine you  

joined their discussion. What would you say?   

 

José says... Amanda says...

I think all my cells have 

the same DNA and make the 

same proteins. Different 

cells just do different stuff 

with the proteins they make. 

I disagree. I think different 
cells have different DNA. 

They only have the sections 
they need. That’s why your 
cells have different traits. 
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