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Introduction to the Student Work Samples
Students completed this “Turtle’s Journey” task as a midpoint check of how they were interpreting graphs of 
motion. Before doing this task, the 6th graders did a short lab in which they collected position and time data, 
graphed them, and calculated average speed. Then, they compared graphs with different slopes and talked 
about how the motion is related to the line slope. To complete “Turtle’s Journey,” students worked individually 
and had access to their notebooks, but did not have calculators.
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Introduction to the Student Work Samples
Students completed this “Turtle’s Journey” task as a midpoint check of how they were interpreting graphs of 
motion. Before doing this task, the 6th graders did a short lab in which they collected position and time data, 
graphed them, and calculated average speed. Then, they compared graphs with different slopes and talked 
about how the motion is related to the line slope. To complete “Turtle’s Journey,” students worked individually 
and had access to their notebooks, but did not have calculators.
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?

	

	

	

	

	



A
TASK

©2014 WestEd. All rights reserved. 	 Making Sense of SCIENCE Force & Motion Formative Assessment Task Bank

Name:

A
TASK

TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

OVER

Brian



Making Sense of SCIENCEA  
TASK

©2014 WestEd. All rights reserved.

10

5

0
0 1 2 3 4 5

Po
si

ti
on

 (c
en

ti
m

et
er

s)

Time (seconds)

Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.

10

5

0
0 1 2 3 4 5

Po
si

ti
on

 (c
en

ti
m

et
er

s)

Time (seconds)

1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

OVER

Jenny



Making Sense of SCIENCEA  
TASK

©2014 WestEd. All rights reserved.

10

5

0
0 1 2 3 4 5

Po
si

ti
on

 (c
en

ti
m

et
er

s)

Time (seconds)

Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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TURTLE’S JOURNEY

The following graph shows the journey Turtle takes.
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1 	Describe Turtle’s journey. Where is Turtle going? How is Turtle moving?
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Turtle’s Journey Graph

2 	 Can you think of a different journey Turtle might take that goes with this same graph? 
Describe where Turtle goes and how Turtle moves.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

3 	What does the “10” represent in each journey?
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