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Introduction to the Student Work Samples
Students completed this “Energy for Hawks” task as a mid-unit check of how they were thinking about energy 
in food webs. Before doing this task, the 6th graders did experiments to determine how the amount of light 
affected plant growth. They also read about plant needs and where plants get energy to make glucose. In 
addition, they explored food webs for various ecosystems and discussed why organisms eat food. To complete 
this task, students worked individually and did not have their notebooks, but the class defi nitions of food, 
energy, and matter were posted. 
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to support teachers looking collaboratively at 
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The samples in this download include ones from 
students with high, medium, and low levels of 
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and each has been assigned an alias.
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download. Visit our website for more information 
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Introduction to the Student Work Samples
Students completed this “Energy for Hawks” task as a mid-unit check of how they were thinking about energy 
in food webs. Before doing this task, the 6th graders did experiments to determine how the amount of light 
affected plant growth. They also read about plant needs and where plants get energy to make glucose. In 
addition, they explored food webs for various ecosystems and discussed why organisms eat food. To complete 
this task, students worked individually and did not have their notebooks, but the class definitions of food, 
energy, and matter were posted. 
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ENERGY FOR HAWKS
Hawk

Mouse

Wheat 
grassClover

Squirrel

Beetle

Rabbit

Oak 
tree

1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.
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2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass
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  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    

 

 

 

 

 

A
TASK

©2014 WestEd. All rights reserved.  Making Sense of SCIENCE Energy Formative Assessment Task Bank

Chris



Name:

A
TASK

ENERGY FOR HAWKS
Hawk

Mouse

Wheat 
grassClover

Squirrel

Beetle

Rabbit

Oak 
tree

1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.

 sun

 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel

  water

  clover

  wheat grass

  air

  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.
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 beetle

  rabbit

  squirrel
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  wheat grass
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  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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1  Put a next to things that provide energy to hawks.
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 beetle
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  squirrel
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  oak tree

2  Describe the “rule” or reasoning you used to decide which things provide energy to hawks. 

Use the back of this page if you need more room to write or draw.    
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